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includes sending information, from a first network node in a
network, during an exclusive transmission unit, wherein the
exclusive transmission unit includes one or more wireless
time slot-frequency pairings assigned to the first network
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EXCLUSIVE AND OVERLAPPING
TRANSMISSION UNIT ALLOCATION AND
USE IN A NETWORK

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Application No. 61/856,700, filed Jul. 20, 2013, which is
hereby incorporated by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates generally to forwarding
packets in a communications network, including, but not
limited to, a wireless deterministic network.

BACKGROUND

The communications industry is rapidly changing to adjust
to emerging technologies and ever increasing customer
demand. This customer demand for new applications and
increased performance of existing applications is driving
communications network and system providers to employ
networks and systems having greater speed and capacity
(e.g., greater bandwidth). In trying to achieve these goals, a
common approach taken by many communications providers
is to use packet switching technology. Deterministic net-
works rely on a set of predetermined time slots, which define
at least a time (and possibly frequency to use especially in a
wireless deterministic network), when each specific node can
communicate a packet to a second specific node in the deter-
ministic network.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The appended claims set forth the features of one or more
embodiments with particularity. The embodiment(s),
together with its advantages, may be best understood from the
following detailed description taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings of which:

FIG. 1A illustrates a network operating according to one
embodiment;

FIG. 1B illustrates a network operating according to one
embodiment;

FIG. 1C illustrates a hierarchy of nodes operating accord-
ing to one embodiment;

FIG. 2A illustrates a communication pattern operating
according to one embodiment;

FIG. 2B illustrates a division of a slot frame partitioned into
zones of exclusive and overlapping transmission units;

FIG. 3A illustrates a communication protocol used in one
embodiment;

FIG. 3B illustrates a process according to one embodiment;

FIG. 3C illustrates a process according to one embodiment;

FIG. 4A illustrates a packet switching device according to
one embodiment;

FIG. 4B illustrates an apparatus according to one embodi-
ment;

FIG. 5A illustrates a process according to one embodi-
ment;

FIG. 5B illustrates a process according to one embodiment;

FIG. 5C illustrates a process according to one embodiment;

FIG. 6A illustrates a process according to one embodi-
ment;

FIG. 6B illustrates a process according to one embodiment;
and,

FIG. 7 illustrates a process according to one embodiment.
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2
DESCRIPTION OF EXAMPLE EMBODIMENTS

1. Overview

Disclosed are, inter alia, methods, apparatus, computer-
storage media, mechanisms, and means associated with
exclusive and overlapping transmission unit allocation and
use in a network.

One embodiment includes sending information, from a
first network node in a network, during an exclusive trans-
mission unit, wherein the exclusive transmission unit
includes one or more wireless time slot-frequency pairings
assigned to the first network node to send information without
another assigned network transmission unit providing over-
lapping time slot-frequency interference from another net-
work node communicating in the network.

One embodiment includes sending information, from the
first network node, during an overlapping transmission unit,
wherein the overlapping transmission unit includes one or
more wireless time slot-frequency pairings assigned to the
first network node to send information, with the overlapping
transmission unit overlapping in time slot-frequency with one
or more other assigned network transmission units that will
cause interference if simultaneously used.

One embodiment includes: acquiring, by a first network
node in a network, assignment a particular exclusive group of
a plurality of different exclusive groups, with each of the
plurality of exclusive groups including a plurality of different
exclusive transmission units not included in another of the
plurality of exclusive groups, and with the particular exclu-
sive group including a particular exclusive transmission unit,
wherein an exclusive transmission unit being defined to
include one or more wireless time slot-frequency pairings for
communicating information without another network trans-
mission unit defined during an overlapping time slot-fre-
quency that could provide interference; and sending informa-
tion, from the first network node, during the particular
exclusive transmission unit.

One embodiment includes: acquiring, by a first network
node in a network, assignment a particular overlapping group
of'a plurality of different overlapping groups, with each ofthe
plurality of overlapping groups including a plurality of dif-
ferent overlapping transmission units not included in another
of'the plurality of overlapping groups, and with the particular
overlapping group including a particular overlapping trans-
mission unit, wherein an overlapping transmission unit being
defined to include one or more wireless time slot-frequency
pairings for communicating information with another net-
work transmission unit defined during an overlapping time
slot-frequency that will provide interference if simulta-
neously used; and sending information, from the first network
node, during the particular overlapping transmission unit.

2. Description

Disclosed are, inter alia, methods, apparatus, computer-
storage media, mechanisms, and means associated with
exclusive and overlapping transmission unit allocation and
use in a network, and/or reassignment of unused portions of a
transmission unit in a network. Embodiments described
herein include various elements and limitations, with no one
element or limitation contemplated as being a critical element
orlimitation. Each of the claims individually recites an aspect
of the embodiment in its entirety. Moreover, some embodi-
ments described may include, but are not limited to, inter alia,
systems, networks, integrated circuit chips, embedded pro-
cessors, ASICs, methods, and computer-readable media con-
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taining instructions. One or multiple systems, devices, com-
ponents, etc., may comprise one or more embodiments,
which may include some elements or limitations of a claim
being performed by the same or different systems, devices,
components, etc. A processing element may be a general
processor, task-specific processor, a core of one or more
processors, or other co-located, resource-sharing implemen-
tation for performing the corresponding processing. The
embodiments described hereinafter embody various aspects
and configurations, with the figures illustrating exemplary
and non-limiting configurations. Computer-readable media
and means for performing methods and processing block
operations (e.g., a processor and memory or other apparatus
configured to perform such operations) are disclosed and are
in keeping with the extensible scope of the embodiments. The
term “apparatus” is used consistently herein with its common
definition of an appliance or device.

The steps, connections, and processing of signals and
information illustrated in the figures, including, but not lim-
ited to, any block and flow diagrams and message sequence
charts, may typically be performed in the same or in a differ-
ent serial or parallel ordering and/or by different components
and/or processes, threads, etc., and/or over different connec-
tions and be combined with other functions in other embodi-
ments, unless this disables the embodiment or a sequence is
explicitly or implicitly required (e.g., for a sequence of read
the value, process said read value—the value must be
obtained prior to processing it, although some of the associ-
ated processing may be performed prior to, concurrently
with, and/or after the read operation). Also, nothing described
or referenced in this document is admitted as prior art to this
application unless explicitly so stated.

The term “one embodiment” is used herein to reference a
particular embodiment, wherein each reference to “one
embodiment” may refer to a different embodiment, and the
use of the term repeatedly herein in describing associated
features, elements and/or limitations does not establish a
cumulative set of associated features, elements and/or limi-
tations that each and every embodiment must include,
although an embodiment typically may include all these fea-
tures, elements and/or limitations. In addition, the terms
“first,” “second,” etc., are typically used herein to denote
different units (e.g., a first element, a second element). The
use of these terms herein does not necessarily connote an
ordering such as one unit or event occurring or coming before
another, but rather provides a mechanism to distinguish
between particular units. Moreover, the phrases “based on x”
and “in response to x” are used to indicate a minimum set of
items “x” from which something is derived or caused,
wherein “x” is extensible and does not necessarily describe a
complete list of items on which the operation is performed,
etc. Additionally, the phrase “coupled to” is used to indicate
some level of direct or indirect connection between two ele-
ments or devices, with the coupling device or devices modi-
fying or not modifying the coupled signal or communicated
information. Moreover, the term “or” is used herein to iden-
tify a selection of one or more, including all, of the conjunc-
tive items. Additionally, the transitional term “comprising,”
which is synonymous with “including,” “containing,” or
“characterized by,” is inclusive or open-ended and does not
exclude additional, unrecited elements or method steps.
Finally, the term “particular machine,” when recited in a
method claim for performing steps, refers to a particular
machine within the 35 USC §101 machine statutory class.

As used herein, a “transmission unit” refers an elementary
communications entity including a time slot. In the context of
a wireless network, a transmission unit includes a time slot-
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4

frequency pairing, as the information is not only transmitted
within a time slot, but also at a frequency (e.g., channel). In
one embodiment, a transmission unit may include multiple
time slots or multiple time slot-frequency pairings, such as
when one or more retransmission time slots or time slot-
frequency pairing are included, or the length of transmitted
information (e.g., a packet size) exceeds the amount of infor-
mation that can be transmitted in a single time slot or time
slot-frequency pairing.

One embodiment dynamically allocates more time slot-
frequency pairings, in a best effort fashion based on actual
best effort queues (e.g., for statistically multiplexed traffic).
In one embodiment, nodes schedule collision-free communi-
cation with other nodes when there pre-allocated time slot-
frequency pairings are not needed to communicate packet
traffic. One embodiment uses a first, lightweight approach by
picking a new soft cell randomly in the schedule, and relying
on the monitoring process to move that in the schedule. One
embodiment uses a second, potentially more efficient by
heavier approach that has each node announce its schedule
periodically, and use that information during negotiation.

In one embodiment, time slot-frequency pairings are pre-
allocated as a chain, in such a fashion that a node will signal
dynamically whether it needs some of the subsequent slots in
a round of the slot frame. In one embodiment, a three-way
method for assigning time slots on the fly for constant bit rate
and variable bit rate traffic in a deterministic environment
based on chaining time slot-frequency pairings within non or
partially overlapping transmission units depending on usage.
A sender node decides not to use subsequent time slot-fre-
quency pairing when there is no packet in queue. This way the
listener does not need to wake up on such time slot-frequency
pairings and there is no energy wasted in idle listening. One
embodiment uses a different version of the three-way
exchange whereby the third frame indicates whether a sub-
sequent slot in a chain of time slots will be used. This “more”
indicator can in fact be an information element inside the
ACK-ACK (discussed infra).

In a classical Automatic Repeat ReQuest (ARQ) (e.g.,
frame and acknowledgement) mechanism, if the acknowl-
edgment (ACK) from B to A is lost then the frame from A to
B will be resent even though B received it, because A failed to
receive a positive acknowledgement and thus believes that the
frame was lost. In other words, the two cases of a lost frame
or lost acknowledgement cannot be distinguished.

When using time division multiplexing in a lossy environ-
ment such as 6TSCH over LLN, there must be room as part of
any schedule to accommodate loss and re-transmissions. For
instance when on the average it takes three transmissions for
one successful one, there are in fact two time slot-frequency
pairings that are dedicated for re-transmission for each time
slot-frequency pairing that is dedicated to a new transmission.
The question is whether B should listen to those additional
time slot-frequency pairings when it received the packet suc-
cessfully in the first time slot-frequency pairing.

If B, to save energy, shuts its receiver on the next transmit
opportunity that was meant for re-transmission because A did
not receive the ACK, then A may retry multiple times with no
apparent success. On the other hand, if B wakes up and
listens, then it might be wasting energy if A indeed received
the ACK.

One embodiment uses an ACK-ACK mechanism to
acknowledge the ACK that reduces idle listens or un-listened
transmits based on a three-way exchange (e.g., data frame,
ACK, ACK-ACK).

One embodiment introduces a mechanism to allocate
dynamically a number of time slot-frequency pairings in a
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slot frame between a distributed allocating node and a set of
clients, that leverages this three-way exchange.

The ACK-ACK A—B acknowledges the ACK-ACK B—A
for a data frame A—B. If the ACK-ACK is not received, the
ACK is resent at the next transmission opportunity B—A.
This way, the original frame does not have to be resent.

The ACK-ACK allows a device to make sure that its ACK
was received, so it does not need to start its receiver just for the
chance of re-transmission due to ACK getting lost.

One embodiment builds on the notion of allocated chains
of time slot-frequency pairings to allow dynamic allocation
and reallocation based on a protocol that is carried within the
multi-way (e.g., three) exchange. In one embodiment, the slot
frame (e.g., Superframe) is logically split in two types of
zones: exclusive/deterministic (e.g., for Constant Bit Rate
traffic) and the overlapping/best effort (e.g., for Variable Bit
rate traffic). These zones may be interleaved in any fashion for
instance to ensure there is no large gap between two adjacent
deterministic time slot-frequency pairings. A given flow may
later be mapped to time slot-frequency pairings in both parts,
for a committed and an excess burst rates, respectively.

One embodiment allocates groups of one or more trans-
mission units. One embodiment aggregates multiple trans-
mission units into a group for assignment and use by an
acquiring owner.

In one embodiment, an IPv6 Routing Protocol for Low-
Power and Lossy Networks (“RPL”) parent typically man-
ages the transmission units for its children, and plays the role
of allocating node when the children are clients.

In one embodiment, an allocating node auto configures
(selects for itself) a number of groups of transmission units
(including corresponding needed exclusive and/or overlap-
ping transmission units) depending on the perceived needs,
by selecting groups that are not yet auto-configured by any
neighbor, and then advertises the codes in beacons (e.g., in a
new IE in 802.15.4e EB, or a RPL DIO). This limits the
chances of interferences when a node manages transmission
units locally.

One embodiment adds a way for the child to ask for exclu-
sive and/or overlapping transmission units in the data frame
(for upwards traffic) or in the ACK (for downwards traffic)
and the parent to answer in the ACK or the ACK-ACK respec-
tively, such as, but not limited to, in an information element
(IE). The request may be permanent if it is to be replayed at
every slot frame until explicit cancellation, or transient if the
transmission units are needed only for the particular slot
frame iteration.

In one embodiment, transmission units are allocated by the
owner (e.g., parent) by amounts of prime numbers (or just
associated with a prime number used for identification, rather
than an actual number of transmission units), like 3, 5, 7 etc.,
and only once per prime number per slave (e.g., child). This
way, the slave can indicate with the product of the prime
numbers which of the allocated transmission units it is using.
So, if, for instance, the slave indicates a product of twenty-
one, and the owner thinks it has allocated a set of three slots,
a set of five slots and a set of seven slots, this means that the
allocation of five was either not received or will not be used
anymore, leaving the allocator free to attribute that particular
set of five slots to this (again) or to another slave, based on
further demands.

For example in one embodiment, an IE in the data frame
indicates that the slave node B requires a ten slots from the
owner, for permanent exclusive deterministic use. In that
zone, the slave has a product of twenty-one meaning that it
has a block of seven and a block of three slots totaling ten
transmission units already allocated. In one embodiment, the
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owner allocates the nearest higher number of transmission
units, eleven, because that number was not already allocated
to that node. The parent returns the enumeration of transmis-
sion units in an IE in the ACK frame. Note that, in one
embodiment, local policy may be used to enforce specific
behaviors (e.g., an owner may limit the maximum number of
transmission units according to the nature of the slave, types
of traffic received from that node, detection of misbehaving
node, etc.).

In one embodiment, an IE in the ACK-ACK frame, the
slave acknowledges that it will use the extra transmission
units by returning a product of 165, meaning that it knows and
will use a list of three, a list of five, and a list of eleven slots.
It this is not received, then anytime later when the slave sends
its product of 165, the parent will be able to figure that the
allocation of eleven was indeed received and is being used.

Inside this particular round (a slot frame) the allocating
(owner) node A that manages the transmission units may
re-attribute transmission units that are attributed to a chain of
time slot-frequency parings for another node if that other
node does not use all the time slot-frequency parings in the
current slot frame. Time slot-frequency pairings in the best
effort zones may be free and waiting for attribution at each
round; the owner (e.g., parent) may use history of recent
attribution to guarantee a fair share between its slaves (e.g.,
children).

In one embodiment, D does not need its allocation of
transmission units for the current round. In the ACK-ACK
“more” bit; itindicates so to A. A is this free to reallocate these
transmission units for the particular iteration of the slot frame.

In one embodiment, D requires additional temporary trans-
mission units. These can be implemented with D’s unused
slots unless D’s slots are best effort (e.g., in the overlapping
zone) and B wants deterministic guarantees (e.g., transmis-
sion units in the exclusive zone) and in particular lesser
chances of collision that the overlapping zone does not guar-
antee. In this can, say that D’s slots are deterministic (e.g., in
the exclusive zone).

In one embodiment, the transmission units allocated by the
parent in the overlapping zone for the particular round are
taken randomly and distributed in the overlapping zone cor-
responding to the transmission unit that the parent picked.
There is still a chance that the transmission unit chosen will
collide with a selection by another parent for its own trans-
mission unit. In one embodiment to resolve the collision, the
random transmission unit selection plays the role of CSMA
but with no exponential back off. In one embodiment, the
overlapping zone is expected large so exponential back offis
notneeded. Instead, the operation works like a slotted aloha in
a largely unused space.

One embodiment includes a method, comprising: sending
information, from a first network node in a network, during an
exclusive transmission unit, wherein the exclusive transmis-
sion unit includes one or more wireless time slot-frequency
pairings assigned to the first network node to send informa-
tion without another assigned network transmission unit pro-
viding overlapping time slot-frequency interference from
another network node communicating in the network. One
embodiment includes a method comprising: sending infor-
mation, from the first network node, during an overlapping
transmission unit, wherein the overlapping transmission unit
includes one or more wireless time slot-frequency pairings
assigned to the first network node to send information, with
the overlapping transmission unit overlapping in time slot-
frequency with one or more other assigned network transmis-
sion units that will cause interference if simultaneously used.
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In one embodiment, the network is associated with a plu-
rality of exclusive groups of exclusive transmission units,
with each of the plurality of exclusive groups of exclusive
transmission units including a plurality of different exclusive
transmission units not included in another of the plurality of
exclusive groups of exclusive transmission units, with a par-
ticular exclusive group of the plurality of exclusive groups
including the exclusive transmission unit; and wherein the
network is associated with a plurality of overlapping groups
of overlapping transmission units, with each of the plurality
of overlapping groups of overlapping transmission units
including a plurality of different overlapping transmission
units not included in another of the plurality of overlapping
groups of overlapping transmission units, with a particular
overlapping group of the plurality of exclusive groups includ-
ing the overlapping transmission unit.

One embodiment includes: acquiring, by the first network
node, ownership of the particular exclusive group and the
particular overlapping group. In one embodiment, the first
network node is a child of a parent network node in the
network; and wherein the first network node acquires the
assignment of the particular exclusive group and the particu-
lar overlapping group from the parent network node. In one
embodiment, the plurality of exclusive groups and the plural-
ity of overlapping groups are initially defined by one or more
path definition agents. One embodiment includes: communi-
cating, by the first network node to the parent network node,
one or more request messages requesting an assignment of
one or more exclusive transmission units and one or more
overlapping transmission units; and wherein said acquisition
of the assignment of the particular exclusive group and the
particular overlapping group from the parent network node is
in response to at least one of said one or more request mes-
sages. One embodiment includes network publishing, by the
parent network node, ownership of the exclusive transmission
unit and the overlapping transmission unit.

In one embodiment, the first network node acquires the
assignment of the particular exclusive group and the particu-
lar overlapping group from one or more path definition agents
associated with the network. One embodiment include: net-
work publishing, by the first node, ownership of the exclusive
transmission unit and the overlapping transmission unit. One
embodiment includes: acquiring, by the first network node,
ownership of the exclusive transmission unit and the overlap-
ping transmission unit from a parent network node or a path
definition agent.

One embodiment includes a method, comprising: acquir-
ing, by a first network node in a network, assignment a par-
ticular exclusive group of a plurality of different exclusive
groups, with each of the plurality of exclusive groups includ-
ing a plurality of different exclusive transmission units not
included in another of the plurality of exclusive groups, and
with the particular exclusive group including a particular
exclusive transmission unit, wherein an exclusive transmis-
sion unit being defined to include one or more wireless time
slot-frequency pairings for communicating information with-
out another network transmission unit defined during an over-
lapping time slot-frequency that could provide interference;
and sending information, from the first network node, during
the particular exclusive transmission unit.

One embodiment includes: network publishing, by the first
network node, assignment of the particular exclusive group to
the first network node. In one embodiment, the first network
node is a parent network node of one or more child nodes in
the network. In one embodiment, the first network node is a
child of a parent network node in the network; and wherein
the first network node acquires said assignment of the par-
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ticular exclusive group from the parent network node. In one
embodiment, each of the plurality of plurality of different
exclusive groups is associated with a different prime number;
wherein the first node, prior to said acquiring assignment of
the a particular exclusive group, acquired a currently used
plurality of the plurality of different exclusive groups not
including the particular exclusive group; and wherein said
acquiring of said assignment of the particular exclusive group
includes sending a confirmation by the first network node to
the parent network node, with said confirmation including a
product of the prime numbers associated with each of the
currently used plurality of the plurality of different exclusive
groups and the particular exclusive group. One embodiment
includes: network publishing, by the parent network node,
assignment of the particular exclusive group to the parent
network node.

One embodiment includes: communicating, by the first
network node to the parent network node, a request message
requesting an assignment of one or more exclusive transmis-
sion units; and wherein said acquisition of the assignment of
the particular exclusive group is in response to the request
message. In one embodiment, the particular exclusive trans-
mission unit comprises a particular time slot-frequency pair-
ing including a frame time for sending from the first network
node to the parent network node, an acknowledgement time
for sending from the parent network node to the first network
node, and an acknowledgment of the acknowledgment time
for sending from the first network node to the parent network
node; and wherein the frame time includes the request mes-
sage, the acknowledgement time includes the assignment of
the particular exclusive group to the first network node, and
the acknowledgment of the acknowledgment time includes a
confirmation that the first network node has acquired the
particular exclusive transmission unit.

One embodiment includes a method, comprising: acquir-
ing, by a first network node in a network, assignment a par-
ticular overlapping group of a plurality of different overlap-
ping groups, with each of the plurality of overlapping groups
including a plurality of different overlapping transmission
units not included in another of the plurality of overlapping
groups, and with the particular overlapping group including a
particular overlapping transmission unit, wherein an overlap-
ping transmission unit being defined to include one or more
wireless time slot-frequency pairings for communicating
information with another network transmission unit defined
during an overlapping time slot-frequency that will provide
interference if simultaneously used; and sending information,
from the first network node, during the particular overlapping
transmission unit.

In one embodiment, the first network node is a child of a
parent network node in the network; and wherein the first
network node acquires said assignment of the particular over-
lapping group from the parent network node; and wherein the
method includes: communicating, by the first network node
to the parent network node, a request message requesting an
assignment of one or more overlapping transmission units;
and wherein said acquisition of the assignment of the particu-
lar overlapping group is in response to the request message. In
one embodiment, the particular overlapping transmission unit
comprises a particular time slot-frequency pairing including a
frame time for sending from the first network node to the
parent network node, an acknowledgement time for sending
from the parent network node to the first network node, and an
acknowledgment of the acknowledgment time for sending
from the first network node to the parent network node; and
wherein the frame time includes the request message, the
acknowledgement time includes the assignment of the par-
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ticular overlapping group to the first network node, and the
acknowledgment of the acknowledgment time includes a
confirmation that the first network node has acquired the
particular overlapping transmission unit.

One embodiment includes a method, comprising: signal-
ing, by a first network node in a network to a transmission unit
owner node, identifying one or more remaining wireless time
slot-frequency pairings of a current transmission unit
assigned to the first network node that will not be used by the
first network node during the current transmission unit,
wherein a transmission unit includes a plurality of wireless
time slot-frequency pairings for transmitting information;
and reassigning, by the transmission unit owner node, said
one or more remaining wireless time slot-frequency pairings
to a second network node in the network to use during the
current transmission unit.

In one embodiment, wherein the first network node and
second network node are children network nodes of the trans-
mission unit owner node. One embodiment includes: request-
ing, by the second network node from the transmission unit
owner node, additional wireless time slot-frequency pairings.
In one embodiment, the second network node communicates
with said transmission unit owner node in a particular time
slot-frequency pairing including a particular frame time for
sending from the second network node to the transmission
unit owner node, a particular acknowledgement time for
sending from the transmission unit owner node to the second
network node, and a particular acknowledgment of the
acknowledgment time for sending from the second network
node to the transmission unit owner node.

In one embodiment, the particular frame time includes said
request by the second network node for additional wireless
time slot-frequency pairings. In one embodiment, the particu-
lar acknowledgement time includes said reassignment of said
one or more remaining wireless time slot-frequency pairings
of the current transmission unit. In one embodiment, the
particular acknowledgment of the acknowledgment time
includes a confirmation signal from the second network node
to the transmission unit owner node that the second network
node will use at least one of said one or more remaining
wireless time slot-frequency pairings. In one embodiment,
the second network node uses said at least one of said one or
more remaining wireless time slot-frequency pairings to
communicate with the transmission unit owner node. In one
embodiment, the particular acknowledgement time includes
said reassignment of said one or more remaining wireless
time slot-frequency pairings of the current transmission unit.

In one embodiment, the second network node communi-
cates with said transmission unit owner node in a particular
time slot-frequency pairing including a particular frame time
for sending from the second network node to the transmission
unit owner node, a particular acknowledgement time for
sending from the transmission unit owner node to the second
network node, and a particular acknowledgment of the
acknowledgment time for sending from the second network
node to the transmission unit owner node; and wherein the
particular acknowledgement time includes said reassignment
of said one or more remaining wireless time slot-frequency
pairings of the current transmission unit. In one embodiment,
the second network node uses said at least one of said one or
more remaining wireless time slot-frequency pairings to
communicate with the transmission unit owner node. In one
embodiment, the first network node communicates said sig-
nal that one or more remaining wireless time slot-frequency
pairings of a current transmission unit assigned to the first
network node that will not be used by the first network node
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during the current transmission unit in an acknowledgment of
the acknowledgment time of a time slot-frequency pairing.

One embodiment includes a method, comprising: commu-
nicating information between a first network node and a sec-
ond network node using a particular time slot-frequency pair-
ing, including a particular frame time for sending from the
second network node to the first network node, a particular
acknowledgement time for sending from the first network
node to the second network node, and a particular acknowl-
edgment of the acknowledgment time for sending from the
second network node to the first network node.

In one embodiment, said communicating information
includes sending, by the second network node in the particu-
lar acknowledgement time, a signal reassigning one or more
additional wireless time slot-frequency pairings of a particu-
lar transmission unit for use by the first network node;
wherein the particular transmission unit includes a first time
slot-frequency pairing and subsequently said one or more
additional wireless time slot-frequency pairings. One
embodiment includes: signaling, by a third network node to
the second network node in the first time slot-frequency pair-
ing, that the third network node will not use said one or more
additional wireless time slot-frequency pairings. In one
embodiment, the third network node communicates the sig-
nal that the third network node will not use said one or more
additional wireless time slot-frequency pairings in an
acknowledgment of the acknowledgment time of a time slot-
frequency pairing.

One embodiment includes a method, comprising: receiv-
ing, by a transmission unit owner node, a signal identifying
one or more remaining wireless time slot-frequency pairings
of'a current transmission unit assigned to a first network node
that will not be used by the first network node during the
current transmission unit, wherein a transmission unit
includes a plurality of wireless time slot-frequency pairings
for transmitting information; and reassigning, by the trans-
mission unit owner node, said one or more remaining wireless
time slot-frequency pairings for use by a second network
node in the network during the current transmission unit.

One embodiment includes: receiving, receiving, by the
transmission unit owner node, information from the second
network node during at least one of said one or more remain-
ing wireless time slot-frequency pairings during the current
transmission unit. In one embodiment, the second network
node communicates with said transmission unit owner node
in a particular time slot-frequency pairing including a particu-
lar frame time for sending from the second network node to
the transmission unit owner node, a particular acknowledge-
ment time for sending from the transmission unit owner node
to the second network node, and a particular acknowledgment
of the acknowledgment time for sending from the second
network node to the transmission unit owner node; and
wherein the method includes sending, by the transmission
unit owner node, in said particular acknowledgement time
said reassignment of said one or more remaining wireless
time slot-frequency pairings of the current transmission unit.
In one embodiment, the second network node communicates
with said transmission unit owner node in a particular time
slot-frequency pairing including a particular frame time for
sending from the second network node to the transmission
unit owner node, a particular acknowledgement time for
sending from the transmission unit owner node to the second
network node, and a particular acknowledgment of the
acknowledgment time for sending from the second network
node to the transmission unit owner node; and wherein the
method includes sending, by the transmission unit owner
node, in said particular acknowledgement time said reassign-
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ment of said one or more remaining wireless time slot-fre-
quency pairings of the current transmission unit.

Expressly, turning to the figures, FIG. 1A illustrates a net-
work 100 (e.g., deterministic wireless network, which is
bandwidth constrained) operating according to one embodi-
ment. As shown, network 100 includes a high-speed (e.g.,
Ethernet) backbone network including one or more path defi-
nition agents 111-112. Deterministic wireless network 100
includes three overlapping different radio frequency (RF)
domains 101, 102 and 103, each containing a plurality of
nodes as shown in FIG. 1A. Note, typically and not shown,
each of these network nodes (e.g., when a node operates as a
bridge or router) is connected to a network of devices and/or
directly connected to one or more devices. One embodiment
uses more or less RF domains and/or nodes.

FIG. 1B illustrates the communication links established
between nodes in RF domains 101, 102 and 103 to provide
access to one or more path definition agents 111-112. In one
embodiment, a communications path for transmitting packets
between first and second nodes may traverse any set of nodes,
and is not limited to one or more of the paths shown in FIG.
1B.

FIG. 1C illustrates a hierarchy of nodes 130 used in one
embodiment. For example, one embodiment uses IPv6 Rout-
ing Protocol for Low-Power and Lossy Networks (“RPL”),
such as that described in RFC 6550 in the organization of
nodes. As shown, an owner node 131 owns transmission units
for communicating with its slave nodes 132-133. In one
embodiment, owner node 131 represents a parent node and
slave nodes 132-133 represent children nodes of parent node
131. In one embodiment, slave (children) nodes 132-133 are
parent nodes of other nodes (not shown). This hierarchy of
nodes is used in one embodiment for central assignment (e.g.,
by one or more path definition agents) or distributed assign-
ment by owner nodes 131 of transmission units to nodes
within a network.

Referring to FIG. 2A, in one embodiment in a deterministic
network, a node communicates information (e.g., a packet) to
a second node in a time slot (211-215) as illustrated by com-
munication pattern 200. A slot frame 201 (e.g., a Superframe
when repeated typically with channel rotation) is a period of
time divided into multiple time slots. Also, in a wireless (or
fiber) there is a second dimension, that the frequency (202)
used for a particular time slot (211-215). Thus, in one
embodiment, a time slot (211-215) is associated with a par-
ticular time (e.g., of a slot frame 201) and a particular fre-
quency (e.g. of a frequency band 202).

In one embodiment, a Superframe is established by one or
more path definition agents that defines a matrix of n time
slots by m frequencies (e.g., channels). One or more of these
n-m paring is referred to herein as a transmission unit.

In one embodiment, such as a wireless deterministic net-
work, a transmission unit 210 includes multiple time slot-
frequency pairings grouped to provide a deterministic ability
to retransmit a lost packet, or to deterministically carry more
information than can be transmitted in a single time slot-
frequency pairing (e.g., a packet size exceeds that which can
be transmitted in a single transmission unit). For example, in
one embodiment, a transmission unit refers to one or more
time slot-frequency pairings. In one embodiment, a transmis-
sion unit refers three time slot-frequency pairings: an initial
time slot-frequency pairing and two time slot-frequency pair-
ings for retransmission when needed. In one embodiment,
when these additional time slot-frequency pairings are not
required for retransmission or to send additional information,
they can be used for other communication (e.g., between the
transmission unit owner and another node).
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FIG. 2B illustrates the partitioning in time of a slot frame
230 into multiple transmission zones 231-239, with some
allocated to exclusive transmission units and some allocated
to overlapping transmission units. An exclusive transmission
unit includes one or more wireless time slot-frequency pair-
ings assigned to a network node to send information without
another assigned network transmission unit providing over-
lapping time slot-frequency interference from another net-
work node communicating in the network. In contrast, an
overlapping transmission unit includes one or more wireless
time slot-frequency pairings assigned to the network node to
send information, with the overlapping transmission unit
overlapping in time slot-frequency with one or more other
assigned network transmission units that will cause interfer-
ence if simultaneously used.

Exclusive transmission units are more expensive than over-
lapping transmission units, because exclusive transmission
units guarantee bandwidth to a sender, and the expense of
precluding others from sending on an interfering time slot-
frequency pairing. In one embodiment, exclusive transmis-
sion units are primarily used to constant bit rate traffic. One
embodiment oversubscribes time-slot frequency pairings by
assigning them to overlap in time slot-frequency such that all
cannot be used during a single Superframe. In one embodi-
ment before to sending information using an overlapping
transmission unit, a sending node listens to determine if a
prior, overlapping transmission unit is being used that would
interfere with its use of its overlapping transmission unit. If
such interference is found, then the overlapping transmission
unit will not be used during this Superframe; else, it will be
used to communicate information with a receiver.

FIG. 3A illustrates a transmission unit 300 of one time slot
or time-slot frequency pairing used in one embodiment.
Transmission unit 300 is partitioned into three information
sending times for transmission from a sender to a receiver of
adata frame 301, transmission from the receiver to the sender
of an acknowledgement (ACK) 305, and transmission from
the sender to the receiver of an acknowledgement of the
acknowledgement (ACK-ACK) 309. In one embodiment, the
acknowledgement occurs at a determined time after the end
(or expected end) of data frame 302. In one embodiment, the
ACK-ACK occurs at a predetermined time before the end of
transmission unit 300 (allowing for its deterministic sending
time even if an ACK is not received).

FIGS. 3B and 3C illustrate processing performed in one
embodiment by a sender and receiver, respectively, commu-
nicating using a transmission unit 300 (FIG. 3A).

Processing of the flow diagram of FIG. 3B begins with
process block 320. As determined in process block 321, when
it is time to send data frame (301) and there is information
(e.g., a packet to send), then in process block 322 the data
frame is sent to the receive (using the corresponding fre-
quency/channel in a wireless deterministic network). In pro-
cess block 324, the sender listens at the appropriate time (after
delay 302) for the acknowledgement 305. As determined in
process block 325, if ACK 305 is received by the sender, then
processing continues to process block 326; otherwise, pro-
cessing proceeds to process block 330. In process block 330,
awake up timer is set for the next frame transmission time for
retransmission of the information (e.g., within the same trans-
mission unit having one or more retransmission time slot-
frequency pairings, or a next transmission unit); and process-
ing returns to process block 321. Otherwise, ACK (305) was
received as determined in process block 325. Next, in process
block 326, any data (e.g., control information) included in
ACK 305 is extracted and processed, and the sender sends
ACK-ACK 309 to the receiver at the appropriate time (307),
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possibly including additional data (e.g., control information).
In process block 328, the wake up timer is set to the trans-
mission time of the next transmission unit (no retransmission
is required), and processing returns to process block 321.

Processing of the flow diagram of FIG. 3C begins with
process block 340. As determined in process block 341, when
it is time to listen for data frame 301 (FIG. 3A), this listening
is performed in process block 324. If data frame 301 is not
received as determined in process block 343, then in process
block 350, a wake up timer is set to the next time to listen for
a data frame. However, if data frame 301 is received as deter-
mined in process block 343, then in process block 344, the
receiver processes the data frame and send ACK 305 to the
sender at the appropriate time (302), possibly including other
data (e.g., control information) in ACK 305. In process block
346, a wake up timer is set to the transmission time (307) of
ACK-ACK 309, and receiver listens at that time. As deter-
mined in process block 347, if ACK-ACK 309 was not
received, then processing proceeds to process block 350 (dis-
cussed supra); otherwise, ACK-ACK 309 was received and
processing proceeds to process block 348. Therein, any data
(e.g., control information) included in ACK-ACK 309 is
extracted and processed, and a timer is set to the next recep-
tion time to listen for a frame 301. Processing returns to
process block 341 to wait for the next time to listen for
receiving a frame 301.

One embodiment of a packet switching device 400 (e.g.,
one example of a network node) is illustrated in FIG. 4A. As
shown, packet switching device 400 includes multiple line
cards 401 and 405, each with one or more network interfaces
for sending and receiving packets over communications
links, and with one or more processing elements that are used
in one embodiment associated with exclusive and overlap-
ping transmission unit allocation and use in a network, and/or
reassignment of unused portions of a transmission unit in a
network. Packet switching device 400 also has a control plane
with one or more processing elements 402 for managing the
control plane and/or control plane processing of packets asso-
ciated with exclusive and overlapping transmission unit allo-
cation and use in a network, and/or reassignment of unused
portions of a transmission unit in a network. Packet switching
device 400 also includes other cards 404 (e.g., service cards,
blades) which include processing elements that are used in
one embodiment to process packets associated with exclusive
and overlapping transmission unit allocation and use in a
network, and/or reassignment of unused portions of a trans-
mission unit in a network, and some communication mecha-
nism 403 (e.g., bus, switching fabric, matrix) for allowing its
different entities 401, 402, 404 and 405 to communicate.

FIG. 4B is a block diagram of an apparatus 420 (e.g., path
definition agent, a node, or portion thereof) used in one
embodiment associated with exclusive and overlapping trans-
mission unit allocation and use in a network, and/or reassign-
ment of unused portions of a transmission unit in a network.
In one embodiment, apparatus 420 performs one or more
processes, or portions thereof, corresponding to one of the
flow diagrams illustrated or otherwise described herein, and/
or illustrated in another diagram or otherwise described
herein.

In one embodiment, apparatus 420 includes one or more
processing element(s) 421, memory 422, storage device(s)
423, specialized component(s) 425 (e.g. optimized hardware
such as for performing lookup and/or packet processing
operations, etc.), and interface(s) 427 for communicating
information (e.g., sending and receiving packets, user-inter-
faces, displaying information, etc.), which are typically com-
municatively coupled via one or more communications
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mechanisms 429, with the communications paths typically
tailored to meet the needs of a particular application.

Various embodiments of apparatus 420 may include more
or fewer elements. The operation of apparatus 420 is typically
controlled by processing element(s) 421 using memory 422
and storage device(s) 423 to perform one or more tasks or
processes. Memory 422 is one type of computer-readable/
computer-storage medium, and typically comprises random
access memory (RAM), read only memory (ROM), flash
memory, integrated circuits, and/or other memory compo-
nents. Memory 422 typically stores computer-executable
instructions to be executed by processing element(s) 421
and/or data which is manipulated by processing element(s)
421 for implementing functionality in accordance with an
embodiment. Storage device(s) 423 are another type of com-
puter-readable medium, and typically comprise solid state
storage media, disk drives, diskettes, networked services,
tape drives, and other storage devices. Storage device(s) 423
typically store computer-executable instructions to be
executed by processing element(s) 421 and/or data which is
manipulated by processing element(s) 421 for implementing
functionality in accordance with an embodiment.

Processing of the flow diagram of FIG. 5A begins with
process block 500. In process block 502, a more path deter-
mination agent (e.g., an orchestrator, path computation
engine, network management system, other system) formats
a slot frame (e.g., Superframe) into a matrix of transmission
units, typically including exclusive and overlapping zones,
such as, but not limited to, that illustrated and described in
relation to FIGS. 2A-B. In process block 504, the path defi-
nition agent selectively groups these transmission into trans-
mission unit groups, each with a unique identifier. In one
embodiment, each transmission unit group is associated with
a prime number and/or has a prime number of time slot-
frequency pairings.

One embodiment defines these transmission unit groups as
managing individual transmission units on a network-wide
basis is not scalable, at least not to the extent of managing
groups of multiple transmission units. These transmission
unit groups along with their unique identifiers are advertised
through the network. In one embodiment, some of these trans-
mission unit groups are preallocated to certain network
nodes. Processing of the flow diagram of FIG. 5A is complete
as indicated by process block 509.

In one embodiment, transmission unit groups are claimed
by nodes as they need them. Processing of the flow diagram of
FIG. 5B beings with process block 520. As determined in
process block 521, ifa node receives a (spatial) advertisement
of'a node claiming ownership of a particular transmission unit
group, then processing proceeds to process block 541. In one
embodiment, this advertisement is spatial as only potentially
interfering nodes will receive the advertisement, in contrast to
all network nodes receiving the advertisement. As determined
therein, if the advertisement is for a transmission unit group
that the node currently owns, then in process block 524, the
node sends a defend advertisement that this transmission unit
group is not available for others to use. Otherwise if it is not
owned by the node, then in process block 526, the node
updates a data structure to mark that this transmission unit
group is unavailable (it is still used whether or not another
node sends a defend message). Processing proceeds to pro-
cess block 531.

As determined in process block 531, if the node desires to
acquire a transmission unit group, then in process block 532,
the node selects an unused transmission unit group to acquire
and (spatially) advertises its unique identifier to other net-
work nodes and its ownership of the selected transmission
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unit group. As determined in process block 533, if a defend
message is received from another node claiming current own-
ership of the selected transmission unit group, then the node
marks in its data structure that it is not available and the node
does not use it as indicated by process block 534. Otherwise,
the node updates its data structure that it owns the selected
transmission unit group and uses it for communication with
one or more other nodes. Processing proceeds to process
block 541.

As determined in process block 541, if the node determines
to release a transmission unit group that it currently owns,
then in process block 542, the node updates its data structure
that this transmission unit group is no longer used, and (spa-
tially) advertises to other network nodes that it is no longer
owned by a node. Processing returns to process block 521.

FIG. 5Cillustrates a process performed in one embodiment
by an owner of a transmission unit (e.g., of an owned group of
transmission units) to request and change (e.g., add, remove)
one or more transmission units of a selected type (e.g., exclu-
sive, overlapping) for communicating with another network
node. Processing begins with process block 560. In process
block 562, the owner node sends a request to add or remove
one or more transmission units, such as, but not limited to, in
a control channel or in a data frame of an already established
transmission unit. In process block 564, the owner receives a
response from the other node acknowledging the change in
one or more transmission units, such as, but not limited to, in
a control channel or in an acknowledgment to the sent data
frame. In process block 566, the owner sends a confirmation
to the other node, such as, but not limited to, in a control
channel or in an ACK-ACK to the acknowledgement. Pro-
cessing of the flow diagram of FIG. 5C is complete as indi-
cated by process block 569.

FIG. 6A illustrates processes performed in one embodi-
ment for a slave (e.g., child) node requesting a change in the
number and/or type (e.g., exclusive, overlapping) of trans-
mission units used for communication from the slave to an
owner (e.g., parent) during an already established transmis-
sion unit between the slave and the owner node. Processing of
the flow diagram of FIG. 6 A begins with process block 600.
Inprocess block 602, the slave node sends a request to change
the number and/or type (e.g., overlapping, exclusive) of trans-
mission units, such as, but not limited to, in a data frame 301
(FIG. 3A). In one embodiment, the slave node communicates
to the owner and identification of transmission units already
assigned to it (e.g., prime number product, bitmap, list, etc.).
In process block 604, the slave node receives the update from
the owner, such as, but not limited to, in the ACK 305. In
process block 606, the slave node sends a confirmation to the
owner, such as, but not limited to, in the ACK-ACK 309. The
slave node also updates its data structure, and uses the
assigned transmission data unit(s). Processing of the flow
diagram of FIG. 6 A is complete as indicated by process block
609.

FIG. 6B illustrates processes performed in one embodi-
ment by an owner (e.g., parent) node changing the number
and/or type (e.g., exclusive, overlapping) of transmission
units used for communication from the owner to an slave
(e.g., child) node during an already established transmission
unit between the owner and the slave node. Processing of the
flow diagram of FIG. 6B begins with process block 620. In
process block 622, the owner node sends a notification to
change (increase, decrease) the number and/or type (e.g.,
exclusive, overlapping) of transmission units to the slave
node, such as, but not limited to, in a data frame 301 (FIG.
3A). In process block 604, the owner node receives an
acknowledgment of the change from the slave node, such as,
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but not limited to, in the ACK 305. In process block 606, the
owner node sends a confirmation to the slave node, such as,
but not limited to, in the ACK-ACK 309. The owner node also
updates its data structure, and uses the assigned transmission
data unit(s). Processing of the flow diagram of FIG. 6B is
complete as indicated by process block 629.

FIG. 7 illustrates a process performed in one embodiment
to temporarily reassign unused portions of a transmission unit
from a slave node (e.g., child) sending to an owner node (e.g.,
parent) to another slave node (e.g., for sending information to
the parent node). Processing of the flow diagram of FIG. 7
begins with process block 700. In process block 702, a first
slave node notifies the owner of a particular transmission unit
that the first slave node is not going to use one or more time
slot-frequency pairings of the particular transmission unit. In
one embodiment, this information is communicated to the
owner in an ACK-ACK 309 (FIG. 3A). In one embodiment,
the first slave node determines it does not need these addi-
tional time slot-frequency pairings because it received an
ACK 305 from the owner (so it does not need to retransmit).

In process block 704, a second slave node notifies the
owner that it needs one or more additional time slot-fre-
quency pairings and their type (e.g., exclusive, overlapping).
In one embodiment, this request is communicated in a data
frame 301 (so the owner can respond in the ACK 305). In one
embodiment, the slave node needs these additional time slot-
frequency pairings to communicate information to the owner
node.

In process block 706, the owner temporarily reassigns to
the second slave node one or more of the returned one or more
time slot-frequency pairings. In one embodiment, this reas-
signment is communicated in an ACK 305. In one embodi-
ment, if these pairings do not satisfy the requested one or
more time slot-frequency pairings, then the owner node tem-
porarily assigns one or more other time slot-frequency pair-
ings, such as, but not limited to, from a pool of available
owned time slot-frequency pairings, possibly monitoring
time slot-frequency pairings not used by other children or
other nodes in the vicinity.

In process block 708, the second slave node confirms that
it will use these reassigned time slot-frequency pairings. In
one embodiment, this confirmation is communicated in an
ACK-ACK 309. The second slave node then uses these reas-
signed time slot-frequency pairings to communicate with
another node, typically the owner node which configures
itself to listen at the appropriate time and frequency (e.g.,
channel). Processing of the flow diagram of FIG. 7 is com-
plete as indicated by process block 709.

In view of the many possible embodiments to which the
principles of the disclosure may be applied, it will be appre-
ciated that the embodiments and aspects thereof described
herein with respect to the drawings/figures are only illustra-
tive and should not be taken as limiting the scope of the
disclosure. For example, and as would be apparent to one
skilled in the art, many of the process block operations can be
re-ordered to be performed before, after, or substantially con-
current with other operations. Also, many different forms of
data structures could be used in various embodiments. The
disclosure as described herein contemplates all such embodi-
ments as may come within the scope of the following claims
and equivalents thereof.

What is claimed is:

1. A method, comprising:

sending information, from a first network node in a net-

work, during an exclusive transmission unit, wherein the
exclusive transmission unit includes one or more wire-
less time slot-frequency pairings assigned to the first
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network node to send information without another
assigned network transmission unit providing overlap-
ping time slot-frequency interference from another net-
work node communicating in the network; and
sending information, from the first network node, during
an overlapping transmission unit, wherein the overlap-
ping transmission unit includes one or more wireless
time slot-frequency pairings assigned to the first net-
work node to send information, with the overlapping
transmission unit overlapping in time slot-frequency
with one or more other assigned network transmission
units that will cause interference if simultaneously used;

wherein the network is associated with a plurality of exclu-
sive groups of exclusive transmission units, with each of
the plurality of exclusive groups of exclusive transmis-
sion units including a plurality of different exclusive
transmission units not included in another of the plural-
ity of exclusive groups of exclusive transmission units,
with a particular exclusive group of the plurality of
exclusive groups including the exclusive transmission
unit; and wherein the network is associated with a plu-
rality of overlapping groups of overlapping transmission
units, with each of the plurality of overlapping groups of
overlapping transmission units including a plurality of
different overlapping transmission units not included in
another of the plurality of overlapping groups of over-
lapping transmission units, with a particular overlapping
group of the plurality of exclusive groups including the
overlapping transmission unit.

2. The method of claim 1, comprising: acquiring, by the
first network node, ownership of the particular exclusive
group and the particular overlapping group.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the first network node is
a child of a parent network node in the network; and wherein
the first network node acquires the assignment of the particu-
lar exclusive group and the particular overlapping group from
the parent network node.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the plurality of exclusive
groups and the plurality of overlapping groups are initially
defined by one or more path definition agents.

5. The method of claim 3, comprising: communicating, by
the first network node to the parent network node, one or more
request messages requesting an assignment of one or more
exclusive transmission units and one or more overlapping
transmission units; and wherein said acquisition of the
assignment of the particular exclusive group and the particu-
lar overlapping group from the parent network node is in
response to at least one of said one or more request messages.

6. The method of claim 3, comprising network publishing,
by the parent network node, ownership of the exclusive trans-
mission unit and the overlapping transmission unit.

7. The method of claim 2, wherein the first network node
acquires the assignment of the particular exclusive group and
the particular overlapping group from one or more path defi-
nition agents associated with the network.

8. The method of claim 2, comprising network publishing,
by the first node, ownership of the exclusive transmission unit
and the overlapping transmission unit.

9. The method of claim 1, comprising acquiring, by the first
network node, ownership of the exclusive transmission unit
and the overlapping transmission unit from a parent network
node or a path definition agent.

10. A method, comprising:

communicating, by a first network node to a parent net-

work node in a network with the first network node being
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a child of the parent node in the network, a request
message requesting an assignment of one or more exclu-
sive transmission units;

acquiring, by the first network node from the parent net-

work node in response to the request message, assign-
ment of a particular exclusive group of a plurality of
different exclusive groups, with each of the plurality of
exclusive groups including a plurality of different exclu-
sive transmission units not included in another of the
plurality of exclusive groups, and with the particular
exclusive group including a particular exclusive trans-
mission unit, wherein an exclusive transmission unit
being defined to include one or more wireless time slot-
frequency pairings for communicating information
without another network transmission unit defined dur-
ing an overlapping time slot-frequency that could pro-
vide interference; and

sending information, from the first network node, during

the particular exclusive transmission unit; and

wherein the particular exclusive transmission unit com-

prises a particular time slot-frequency pairing including
a frame time for sending from the first network node to
the parent network node a data frame, an acknowledge-
ment time for sending from the parent network node to
the first network node an ACK message acknowledging
successful receipt of the data frame, and an acknowledg-
ment of the acknowledgment time for sending from the
first network node to the parent network node an ACK-
ACK message acknowledging successful receipt of the
ACK message; and wherein the frame time includes the
request message, the acknowledgement time includes
the assignment of the particular exclusive group to the
first network node, and the acknowledgment of the
acknowledgment time includes a confirmation that the
first network node has acquired the particular exclusive
transmission unit.

11. The method of claim 10, comprising network publish-
ing, by the first network node, assignment of the particular
exclusive group to the first network node.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the first network node
is a parent network node of a plurality of child nodes in the
network.

13. The method of claim 10, comprising: network publish-
ing, by the parent network node, assignment of the particular
exclusive group to the parent network node.

14. A method, comprising:

acquiring, by a first network node in a network, assignment

a particular exclusive group of a plurality of different
exclusive groups, with each of the plurality of exclusive
groups including a plurality of different exclusive trans-
mission units not included in another of the plurality of
exclusive groups, and with the particular exclusive
group including a particular exclusive transmission unit,
wherein an exclusive transmission unit being defined to
include one or more wireless time slot-frequency pair-
ings for communicating information without another
network transmission unit defined during an overlap-
ping time slot-frequency that could provide interfer-
ence; and

sending information, from the first network node, during

the particular exclusive transmission unit;

wherein the first network node is a child of a parent net-

work node in the network; and

wherein the first network node acquires said assignment of

the particular exclusive group from the parent network
node; and
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wherein each of the plurality of plurality of different exclu-
sive groups is associated with a different prime number;
wherein the first node, prior to said acquiring assignment
of'the a particular exclusive group, acquired a currently
used plurality of the plurality of different exclusive
groups not including the particular exclusive group.

15. The method of claim 14, wherein said acquiring of said
assignment of the particular exclusive group includes sending
a confirmation by the first network node to the parent network
node, with said confirmation including a product of the prime
numbers associated with each of the currently used plurality
of'the plurality of different exclusive groups and the particular
exclusive group.

16. The method of claim 14, comprising: communicating,
by the first network node to the parent network node, a request
message requesting an assignment of one or more exclusive
transmission units; and wherein said acquisition of the
assignment of the particular exclusive group is in response to
the request message.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein the particular exclu-
sive transmission unit comprises a particular time slot-fre-
quency pairing including a frame time for sending from the
first network node to the parent network node a data frame, an
acknowledgement time for sending from the parent network
node to the first network node an ACK message acknowledg-
ing successful receipt of the data frame, and an acknowledg-
ment of the acknowledgment time for sending from the first
network node to the parent network node an ACK-ACK mes-
sage acknowledging successful receipt of the ACK message;
and wherein the frame time includes the request message, the
acknowledgement time includes the assignment of the par-
ticular exclusive group to the first network node, and the
acknowledgment of the acknowledgment time includes a
confirmation that the first network node has acquired the
particular exclusive transmission unit.

18. A method, comprising:

acquiring, by a first network node in a network, assignment

of a particular overlapping group of a plurality of differ-
ent overlapping groups, with each of the plurality of
overlapping groups including a plurality of different
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overlapping transmission units not included in another
of the plurality of overlapping groups, and with the
particular overlapping group including a particular over-
lapping transmission unit, wherein an overlapping trans-
mission unit being defined to include one or more wire-
less time slot-frequency pairings for communicating
information with another network transmission unit
defined during an overlapping time slot-frequency that
will provide interference if simultaneously used; and

sending information, from the first network node, during
the particular overlapping transmission unit;

wherein the first network node is a child of a parent net-
work node in the network; and wherein the first network
node acquires said assignment of the particular overlap-
ping group from the parent network node; and wherein
the method includes: communicating, by the first net-
work node to the parent network node, a request mes-
sage requesting an assignment of one or more overlap-
ping transmission units; and wherein said acquisition of
the assignment of the particular overlapping group is in
response to the request message; and

wherein the particular overlapping transmission unit com-
prises a particular time slot-frequency pairing including
a frame time for sending from the first network node to
the parent network node a data frame, an acknowledge-
ment time for sending from the parent network node to
the first network node an ACK message acknowledging
successful receipt of the data frame, and an acknowledg-
ment of the acknowledgment time for sending from the
first network node to the parent network node an ACK-
ACK message acknowledging successful receipt of the
ACK message; and wherein the frame time includes the
request message, the acknowledgement time includes
the assignment of the particular overlapping group to the
first network node, and the acknowledgment of the
acknowledgment time includes a confirmation that the
first network node has acquired the particular overlap-
ping transmission unit.
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